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News of Arthur and Oscar did not reach

home for weeks. Pito kept writing to Arthur
but letters from home took longer to reach
him because of his whereabouts.

July 12, 1944
My dearest husband:

We are leaving Eagle Pass today for Sanw
Antonio-and as soonw as we arvive I will
write to-yow again. Nana gave me that
picture of yow with the whole Co- K 9™ Inf:
taken while in Wisconsin. I'mv surely prouds
of it dawling and yow came out so-good, at
the top almost inthe middle of the row.

The childvew are fine. Do- not worry,
dearest, we awre getting along okay. Didwt
go-outl here much as it iy very hot. Took
Jummy across the border and he enjoyed it
very much. He bought av big sombrero-and
sandals. Also-bought Nana some things that
she needed. Take care of yourself sweetheowt
and do- not worry about anything. Love
from everyone here and God Bless you.

Yowr wife forever,
Pito-
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Mama Lupita’s house on Goliad Street was
guite small for the family so she decided to
buy a larger house in a nearby neighborhood.
It needed a little work but was a good bargain.

July 15, 1944
My deawest husband:

Received your letter dated June 29 and
yow just can't imagine how happy I was to-
heaw that yow awe doing alright. Deavest, I
know the Lovd is answering my prayers and
keeping yow safe. I noticed in your returvn
address yow wrote Sgt in front of youwr nawme:.
Sweetheart, whes were yow made Sgt.?

Now that I o back home we ave surely
working hard ov the house mother bought
herve. We ave evenw painting the floors and
woodwork ourselves as yow can hardly get
cavpenters ov painters. We want to-move by
Aug. 1% if possible.

The childrenw ave fine and Cookie just
loves to-play with-Rose Lee. Do-not worry
about Nanav or the rest of the family as they
are all well aond, feel better since they heard
from yow and Oscow after D-Day. Take core
of yourself, my dawling, and remember we
love yow very much and awe waiting for yow.

Yowr wife forever,
Pito
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July 26, 1944
My deowr husband:

It will not be long now and we will bes
living invour new residence; 120 Callaghan
Ave. It's a bigger house than the one we live
i now. Has 4 big rooms, 2 halls, 2 small
rooms and big bathwoom and av pretty good
sige room upstairs;, withv o big povchv out
front and av small one invthe back;, and o
good gawrage. Very good location and v

Hope that by now yow are getting my
letters as I write to-yow every day. That s the
best and only thing there is to-do-to-keep inv
touchy withv yow. We awe all fine and, my
heawt telly me that yow ave doing well.
Sweetheart, yow take core of yourself and do-
not worry about us. I confeel all over me
that we will see each other soon. Goodnight
my darling and God Bless Youw.

Youwr wife forever,
Pito

The quaint house on Callaghan Ave. with
clapboard siding and a metal roof was close to
downtown. The front porch had a railing and
chairs where the family would often sit and
visit for hours. The children also had plenty of

room to play outside.
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July 28, 1944
My deawest husband, Arthuw:

Sweetheart, hope yow are getting along
alright. Hovenwt heawd from yow inv quite av
while but I know yow are very busy. I pravy
every night for the Guawdiawnw Angel to-keep
yow safe as well as the rest of owr brave
fighting menw and women. Some dayy soovw
we will see each other if i€s God’'s will.

Youwr wife forever, Pito-

July 31, 1944
My dearest husband:

Honey, I felt so-tired today that after the
house work I fell asleep without proaying. I
woke up very suddenly to-pray whew Jimmy
reminded me I had to-write yow before
going to-bed. Right now he is prayying for
owr fighting mew and womer and for o
quick victory and your retuwrn to-us. Rose Lee
it fast asleep as i's about 11:30 PM Sunday
night. Guess she took after yow as she likes
ice creawn very muchi I buy Jimumy o cone
every doy and I hawe to-get her one too-
otherwise she leaves Jumumy withy none: Hopes
yow have received some pictures of her withv
the doll yow sent her fromv Ireland. Well,

honey, good night wherever yow are and
God Bless Yow. Your wife forever, Pito-

118



It was the end of July when Nana received
the dreaded telegram and official notice of
Oscar’s death; the pain of losing her son was
immense and she wept profusely.

BoE Lo
Raglo Pass, Texas

Dear Mro. Backus; ' ; .":f =

i It s with regret that I em wuriting to confirm'the
recent telegram informing you of the death of your scm, Private ...
Oscar V. Backus, 18,013,230, Infentry, who was killed in actien - .
an 3 July 19%k in France.

‘I fully understand your desire to leaxn s mch as
posaible regarding the circumstanses leeding to his desth end T
wish that there were more infarmation avalleble to give you. Un=
fmw,mmxmmmmmmmumm
dotalls as thoy are prepared under battle conditicns end ths mesans
of trensmisaion are Llimited,

I know the sorzow ihis mossags has bronght you end £t is
my hope that in time the dnowledge of his hexols servics to his

m,mmwmm,wmdmwmwm.
T extend to you my deepest sympathye

DEATH CASE SEND 70
e CERTIFICATION SECTION

] ﬁ ' ~':

C " [ i CASUALTY BRANCH
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The sad news of Oscar was relayed to Pito
via telegram from Tete’s husband, Chato.
Upon hearing the news from Pito, Cookie
cried and cried and cried; they all cried.

Oscar was buried at the American Cemetery
at St. Laurent sur Mer on July 4, 1944,

Many years later he would be brought home
to his final resting place of Honor:
Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery
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After being stabilized at the aid station on
the front lines, Arthur was transported back
to the Normandy beachhead. There he was
boarded onto a troop ship with other
wounded soldiers and sailed back to England.
He arrived at the U.S. Army Hospital Plant
4143 at Oxford on July 29, 1944.

Arthur was awarded the Purple Heart
Medal for wounds received in action. He
would have the medal sent home to Pito.
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In early August Mary and her boys were
visiting Pito in San Antonio. Pito and Mary
took their boys to the Alamo and then to the
Zoo at Brackenridge Park to see the animals.
The Alamo was always a fascinating place of
Texas history that boys looked forward to
visiting. It made them proud to be Texans.
Mary stayed for a week and then Pito and
Rose Lee returned to Eagle Pass with them to
visit for a short while.

Aug. 14, 1944
My deawest husband, Arthuw:

Rose Lee and I ave here intagle Pass
againv but only for avweek: Jimumy stoyed
home withy mother to-prepare for school. He
asked me to-bring himv ov guitow fromv across
the border. He liked Eagle Pass very muichv
and said he was going to-write Uncle Samy
to-let yow come home so-as to-howve av ramch.

Nana and, Joe surely were happy to-see
Rose Lee again. Honey, do-not worry about
ws; we awe all fine and, everybody here inv
tagle Pass awre okay. Do- not worry about
Nana; she is fine. Well, my dawling; goods
night wherever yow awve and God Bless Yo

Youwr wife forever,
Pito
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Pito had not received a letter from Arthur in
some time and didn’t know if he was receiving
her letters, but she felt in her heart that the
Lord was keeping him safe. Then the telegram
came in Mid-AUugUSt........covvveereiiiiiiienennnns

WESTER N,
UNI 10 N

Tooint of ariein. TiGa of receipt i STANDARD TIM

ZSUN181 32 % "“T WA= J“ ‘nudl.ulOH

CLASS OF StRvVICE SYMBOLS o

’JC 1 \rl/r (\/\ N
> -8~
HRS ANPARD BACKUSS gy 1,
PO BOX 164

"iREGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT .OU;. HUSE mll CE"‘G ANT ARTHUR BACKUS
: WAS SLIGHTLY WOUNDED IN ACTION Il FRANCE THWENTY a.l(‘ JULY
PER|OD PROGRESS REPORTS WILL BE FOR \/\“DEU l'\uw'lrnl.chl\/LD

=ULIO THEAI\DJUT.’\HT GENERA Ly

When she got to the ‘SLIGHTLY WOUNDED’ part
she was relieved; thanked God that he was
alive; and cried.

WG\/U

Arthur remained in the Hospital at Oxford,
England recovering from his wounds through
the end of August, during which he had more
time to write home. He also hoped for letters
from home to catch up with him.
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U.SA Hosp. Plant 4143 24 Aug. 1944
Somewhere invEngland
My deawrest Wife,

Hello-honey, Hobe each and everyone at
home is invthe best of healtihv. I howvewt
heard from yow or mother or anwybody else
for some time. I way getting your letters in
France. Maybe one of these days I will get
all my back mail. How is Jimumy and Rose
Lee? I would suve like to-see Rose Lee. I bet
she iy very pretty.

Homney, please write Mother that I am
okay. Hope yow hawve beew getting my letters.
I will write yow move oftenw now. Hope yow
had o good time while yow stovyed withv
mother. I miss yow all very muach. Well
honey, by the time yow receive this letter I
think I’ be back inv France; I hope.

Give my Best of Love to-all, Arthww

U.S.A Hosp. Plant 4143 25 Aug. 1944
Somewhere inEngland
My deawest Pito:

Honey, I havenw't heawd from yow for some
time. I hope that yow arve still writing to- me:.
Donw't worry about me; I amv doing alright
and will go- bauck to- France soow. Please
write whesw yow cowv. Miss yow very much ands
am alway s thinking of yow.

Give my Love to-all, Arthuwr
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Delays in receiving letters was partly due to
the fact that the whereabouts of Arthur
wasn’t known by those back home and they
continued to address them to the 2" Division.
The Division would then have to re-route the
letters to the Hospital. Arthur did not receive
back mail for several weeks; even months.

(‘\/EG\/U

Aug. 28, 1944
My deawest husband, Arthuw:

Sweetheart, i’y beenv v monthvtoday since
yow were wounded. I hope and pray that
yow awe owthe road to-recovery, ond that
yow will be sent to- Fort Saum like manvy
others hawve been. The childrew awe fine and
Rose Lee is trying so- hawd to- cut teetivthat
she bites everything she gety ahold of. She is
very healthy and av very good baby. Do- not
worry about us and keep your chinv up. Hope
to-hear from yow soon, dawling. I'm dying
to-heow from yow. If yow owe able to-write, let
me know where yow are if possible. We are
proud of yow, sweetheort, and love yow very
much.

God Bless Yow Yowr wife forever,

Pito
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Sept. 6, 1944
My deawest husband, Arthuw:

Sweetheart, happy tears rolled down my
cheeks whew I received your letter from the
hospital dated Aug. 24, almost v montiv
from the date yow were wounded. BUt,
deawest, while yow are hoping to-be back inv
France by the tume I would get your letter, I
amv hobing and prayying the opposite. Yow
are av borw soldier and I amv proud of yow. I
write to-yow every day and hope yow ave
getting my letters by now together withv some
of Rose Lee’s pictures. Let me know whew yow
do. The baby and Jimwmy are fine. Everybody
here was so-happy and glad to-hear from
yow:. The Lovd has been answering my
prayers and hope He continues to-do-so- Amv
writing Nanaw about hearing from yow as
soon ay I finish thig letter. I missy yow too;
sweetheouwt, but the Lovd will look over us
and soonv we will be together agaiv.

AW my love ond kisses  Your wife forever,

Pito-

Pito did not know for several weeks that
Arthur was returned to duty on August 28.
The 2" ID had advanced farther into France

and Arthur was ready to rejoin his comrades
of the 9™ Regiment on the front lines.
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